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is a choice between making or not making statements, I have no
hesitation in giving my vote against making them. Imprison-
ments must cease to cause sensation, for the latter creates ex-
citement and excitement may lead to violence. Violence interferes
with a ceaseless flow of innocent imprisonments.

Retention of non-violent atmosphere is more important than
imprisonments. Therefore no province will be justified in taking
the risk of an outbreak of violence and precipitating imprison-
ments by disregarding the orders of disbandment. We shall lose
nothing in the long run by waiting to stabilize non-violence. Our
capacity for swaraj consists in our anticipating and thwarting
every plan to lead us unto violence whether it be through the
G.I.D. or any other channel.

Young India, 1-12-1921

219.    TO CORRESPONDENTS

D. V. Rao asks :

1.    Do you believe Krishna was  wrong in not  having   preached  the
doctrine of non-violence   to Arjuna?   Or was   he right in advocating war
and violence?

In my opinion the Bhagavad Gita is a purely religious, not
historical, treatise. It has taken a historical and secular incident
to build up a grand religious doctrine. It deals with the war that is
eternally waging between the forces of evil and good, Ormuzd
and Ahriman, Hyde and Jekyll in the human breast. We cannot do
enough violence to all the evil passions that well up on that little
Kurukshetra. Historically considered the Bhagavad Gita tends to
sh'ow that Arjuna having made the choice could not, yielding
to false sentiment, withdraw from the battle. The author of the
Gita never advocated war or violence. It is a sermon on non-vio-
lence. Fight without anger and passion can only be spiritual.

2.    Did Rama err and sin in resorting to violence against Ravana to
recover Sita?    Or is violence justifiable  only under  special  circumstances?
If so what are those conditions?

I look upon the Ramayana in the same light as the Bhagavad
Gita. The weapons that Rama used were purely spiritual. The
victory of Rama over Ravana is a celebration of the victory of
good over evil, of humility over arrogance, of a weak and virtuous
woman with the help of God over man turned beast.